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An interview with Dweezil Zappa ahead of his
upcoming Cleveland show

Dweezil Zappa will be performing at The
Agora in Cleveland on Saturday, August 17th.
He will be paying tribute to two of his late
father’s albums. His father was Frank Zappa.
The two albums that celebrate their 50th anni-
versary this year are “Apostrophe” and “Roxy
and Elsewhere”.

“I never really new that my dad was well-
known to people when | was a kid,” recalls
Dweezil. “I didn’t have a sense of that until |
became older. I never had the experience of
classmates being around me because my dad
was famous. It was because his music wasn’t
popular among kids. His music did not reach
my generation. | always knew he enjoyed
what he was doing, however. He was creative.
His music was cool.”

He continues, “I spent a lot of time with him
while he was working. It was during those
moments that | became more interested in
music as well. | was the only one in our
family who connected with him on that level.
| started playing the guitar when | was twelve
years old. I find the guitar to be a very excit-
ing instrument. My dad played guitar. | grew
up liking his music. His music had all kinds
of colors and different ways of making you
feel. You had to know a lot to play his music.
Other guitarists I liked listening to was Eddie
Van Halen and Randy Rhoads when he was
with Ozzy Osbourne. | always thought their
guitar playing was very appealing.”

Dweezil explains his father’s style of creating
and working. “My dad wasn’t overly social
so | didn’t grow up seeing a lot of other rock
stars hanging out at our house. If there ever
any people over, it was because they were
getting ready to work on material and record.
He didn’t have a set schedule. He worked on
his music mostly at night. He liked to work
on the opposite side of the clock. This way he
was not distracted by household activity.”

When asked about inspiration for writing his
own material Dweezil had this to say. “An
idea you have can affect millions of peo-

ple. It’s an interesting way to go about life

or as my dad used to say, “Decorate time”.
It’s definitely a process of experimentation.
Finding sounds that are intriguing and putting
them together. It’s a bit like putting a puzzle
together.”

The albums “Apostrophe” and “Roxy and
Elsewhere” are turning 50 years old this year.

“We will be doing versions of songs from each
of these records,” said Dweezil. “We will be
doing unique versions of some of the songs
but we aren’t going to play each album in its
entirety. | will be incorporating some of my
own creative spin on my dad’s music. Music is
the focus. My dad is the guidepost and I fill in
the blanks with my own ideas.”

“It’s a big challenge to play my father’s music.
It’s much more akin to classical music. It’s
very orchestral in its arrangement. A lot of it
is sophisticated rhythmically. There are many
different styles and they have to be played
authentically. This music requires training like
a Navy Seal team.”

“The two albums we are celebrating are from
a popular era in my dad’s music. We will play
a two-and-a-half-hour show. | will do a little
bit of storytelling. We will do some orchestral
interpretations and bring back traditions.”

“It’s easy for people to pigeon hole my dad
and say his work was just novelty music,” said
Dweezil. “Some people may not realize that he
made over 60 albums in his lifetime. | want to
give people a broader view of my dad’s music.
I don’t have to explain it. I will play it. | want
to show the other side of his compositional
skills.”

www.dweezilzappa.com
www.helenrosemarketti.com
www.agoracleveland.com
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6/8 HURON BOAT BASIN 6pm
@ @
6/20 DOWNTOWN WILLOUGHBY
atWes Point Park 7pm

6/27 CONCORD GAZEBO 6pm
@ @

7/19 THE WINERY AT SPRING HILL
Geneva

Please check out our website:
www.Abbeyrodeo.com
for our other upcoming summer dates!

Vineyard and Bed & Breakfast
Room Reservations
Live Music Fri. & Sat. 6-9 Sun. 2-5

6/1....... Josh Travis

6/8....... Gunz

6/9....... Bob Peterson

6/14..... Lyle Heath Beatles Tribute

..Ernest TBand

6/22.....TBD
6/23..... ProdiGal Stepsons
6/28..... Steve Madewell
6/29..... Stephen Trohoske Quartet
6/30.....Ty's Tune

518 Gore Road ¢ Conneaut ¢ 440-593-5976

www.bucciavineyard.com

Hours: Closed Mon-Wed ¢ Thur. 12-6 ¢ Fri. & Sat. 12 -9 * Sun. 12-6

Great Food, Wine, Beer, Bourbon & Music

Live Entertainment 5:30 - 8:30

Thu. 6/6: BYOBook Club
w/ Andover Library

Fri. 6/7: Ruby Hornsby

Sat. 6/8: Don Perry

Fri. 6/14: Mike Leslie

Sat. 6/15: Eric Andrews Trio
Fri.6/21: Steve Ceremuga
Sat. 6/22: "Outside the Wall"

Fri. 6/28: Russ Saylor
Sat. 6/29:“Kid’s Disney Day!”

Pete Shelby 5:30-8:30

Tom Petty/Fleetwood Mac Night

Sat. 6/22: "Outside the Wall"

Tom Petty/Fleetwood Mac Night

Hours : Thursday: 5pm-9pm - Friday & Saturday: 12pm-9pm

5961 State Route 7 - Andover, OH
440-965-6900 - www.stablewinery.com
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